
Tactics used on Detainee 063 

 

 

These included the following: 

 

• Forced to submit to an enema 

• Beatings 

• Placed in stress positions for long periods of time in order to induce severe pain 

• Threats made against his family, including female members 

• Forced nudity, including in the presence of female personnel 

• Placed in tight restraints for many months on end, day and night 

• Lowering the temperature in the room, then throwing water on the detainee's face 

• Restraint on a swivel chair for long periods 

• Various humiliations, such as training the detainee to act as a dog, dance lessons, and 

forcing him to watch puppet shows depicting sexual acts between him and Osama bin 

Laden at his mock birthday party 

• Deprivation of sleep for long periods 

• Loud music and white noise played to prevent the detainee from sleeping 

• Forcing the detainee to pray to bin Laden 

• Various interrogation techniques described as "pride & ego down", "circumstantial 

evidence", "fear-up", or "Al Qaeda falling apart" 

• Threats of extraordinary rendition to countries that torture 

• Strip searches 

• Body searches 

• Prohibiting detainee from praying for prolonged times and during Ramadan 

• Threatening to desecrate the Koran in front of him 

• Forced to pick up trash with his hands cuffed, while being called "a pig" 

• Exposure to low temperatures for prolonged times 

• Forcible administration of IVs by medical staff during interrogation, which were 

described by Qahtani as "repetitive stabs" each day 

• Repeatedly screened a video of September 11 attacks 

• Pictures of 9/11 victims taped to his body 

• Forced to stand for U.S. national anthem and listen to interrogators and guards sing "God 

Bless America" 

  



 

The Interrogation of Detainee 063 

In August 2001, allegedly to take part in the Sept. 11 attacks, and while Mohammed Atta 

(the leader of the 9/11 hijackers was waiting outside Orlando airport), al-Qahtani was detained 

(and deported) by an alert immigration officer who didn't believe his story. Over a year later, al-

Qahtani was captured in Afghanistan and transferred to Guantanamo’s Camp X-Ray. In 

November 2002, his interrogation was going nowhere and interrogators decided to take the 

interrogation up a gear (Zagorin & Duffy, 2005). The new idea was to suggest that he been 

spared by Allah to help bring down bin Laden. The approach did not go well however, for 

example, during a medical check the sergeant approached al-Qahtani and whispered, "What is 

God telling you right now? Your 19 friends died in a fireball and you weren't with them. Was 

that God's choice? Is it God's will that you stay alive to tell us about his message?". At which 

point “At that point, detainee threw his head back and butted SGT R in the eye.”  

While the first month of the interrogation is not unhostile, it is arguable that things 

changed in 2002 when top officials at Guantanamo petitioned Washington for more muscular 

"counter resistance strategies." On Dec. 2, Rumsfeld approved 16 of 19 stronger coercive 

methods (Zagorin & Duffy, 2005).  These new tactics, as they were applied here are described in 

the original Time Magazine Article; 

 

“After the new measures are approved, the mood in al-Qahtani's interrogation 

booth changes dramatically. The interrogation sessions lengthen. The quizzing 

now starts at midnight, and when Detainee 063 dozes off, interrogators rouse him 

by dripping water on his head or playing Christina Aguilera music. According to 

the log, his handlers at one point perform a puppet show "satirizing the detainee's 

involvement with al-Qaeda." He is taken to a new interrogation booth, which is 

decorated with pictures of 9/11 victims, American flags and red lights. He has to 

stand for the playing of the U.S. national anthem. His head and beard are shaved. 

He is returned to his original interrogation booth. A picture of a 9/11 victim is 

taped to his trousers. Al-Qahtani repeats that he will "not talk until he is 

interrogated the proper way." At 7 a.m. on Dec. 4, after a 12-hour, all-night 

session, he is put to bed for a four-hour nap. 

Over the next few days, al-Qahtani is subjected to a drill known as 

Invasion of Space by a Female, and he becomes especially agitated by the close 

physical presence of a woman. Then, around 2 p.m. on Dec. 6, comes another 

small breakthrough. He asks his handlers for some paper. "I will tell the truth," he 

says. "I am doing this to get out of here." He finally explains how he got to 

Afghanistan in the first place and how he met with bin Laden. In return, the 

interrogators honor requests from him to have a blanket and to turn off the air 

conditioner. Soon enough, the pressure ratchets up again. Various strategies of 

intimidation are employed anew. The log reveals that a dog is present, but no 

details are given beyond a hazy reference to a disagreement between the military 

police and the dog handler. Agitated, al-Qahtani takes back the story he told the 

day before about meeting bin Laden.” 

 



By Jan, 2003, al-Qahtani had still maintained that he knew nothing of terrorists, and five days 

later the harsher measures were revoked after military lawyers in Washington raised questions 

about their use and efficacy.  

 

Below we outline some specific exchanges in the log that demonstrate some of the CIA tactics in 

action;  

  

07 December 2002 

0001: First shift began. Detainee made to stand for the National Anthem. Interrogators 

began harsh pride & ego down by poking holes in the new cover story and 

outlining the rules he must live by now. 

0100:  Detainee taken to porch where he can see foraging banana rats and told that he 

chose this life with the rats. He is reminded of the good things in life that he chose 

to leave behind. 

 

11 December 2002 

0100:  Detainee began to cry during pride and ego down. Detainee was reminded that no 

one loved, cared or remembered him. He was reminded that he was less than 

human and that animals had more freedom and love than he does. He was taken 

outside to see a family of banana rats. The banana rats were moving around 

freely, playing, eating, showing concern for one another. Detainee was compared 

to the family of banana rats and reinforced that they had more love, freedom, and 

concern than he had. Detainee began to cry during this comparison.  

 

12 December 2002 

 

1115:  Interrogation team enter the booth and started talking about how glad they were 

that he was back and that they would have a BBQ in his honor. When the detainee 

stated that he would not want any of that food, the interrogators told him that the 

BBQ wasn’t for him, it was for everyone else. Interrogators talked about 

detainee’s loss of freedom. Interrogators held an exorcism to purge the evil Jinns 

that he claimed were controlling his emotions. Detainee was more responsive 

after the exorcism. 

 

0515:  P/E Down continued. Detainee was asked if he could remember when he last he 

felt love? When he last laughed? Last felt Happy? When he last felt like he was 

worth something? Interrogators compared lifestyle difference between Camp 

Delta and Camp X-ray. Camp Delta – Could live in a cell and communicate with 

others; could read if he wants to, practice his religion if he wants to; could laugh 

with others, could write and receive letters, could sleep when he wants to; drink 

when he wants to; move around freely in his cell when he wants to; use the 

bathroom when he wants to and at least feel like a human being with normal 

emotions. Camp X-ray- live in a wooden box with no communications and 

constantly reminded of his low level of self worth; unable to laugh and only be 

laughed at; unable to write or receive letters; unable to read; unable to choose 

when he sleeps, drinks or go to the bathroom; unable to move around freely; 



unable to practice his religion when he wants to; unable to feel like a human 

being; the only feeling he knows at camp x-ray is the hate he brought with him. 

Interrogator told Detainee to think about what he could have at the camp with his 

brothers. Detainee listened to Arabic music for 15 minutes before start of rest 

period. 

 

 The detainee’s cover story was “thoroughly mocked” the “Detainee… states that he will 

not talk until he is interrogated the proper way.” In November, al-Qahtani even states he might 

talk if talked to in the correct way; 

 

2300:  Detainee proclaims his innocence and requested that SGT M stop talking about 

Islam. (ie Usama bin Laden raped Islam. UBL hijacked Islam) Detainee stated, “If 

you interrogate me in the right way and the right position... you might find some 

answers. 

2308:  Detainee claimed that the interrogations are based on malice, hate, and jealousy. 

He said, “The treatment is wild and animalistic. Everybody has limits. Once 

those limits are crossed, what is somebody suppose to do?” 

 

2310:  Detainee said, “If I told the truth, everybody would get mad. If you interrogated 

me correctly... maybe if you rested and I rested... One interrogator after another... 

God and his angels see what is happening.” 

 

Throughout all this however, the approaches laid out in the (then) doctrine “Fear Up/Harsh, 

Pride/Ego Down, the Futility Approach and the Circumstantial Evidence Theme” were 

maintained with a view to breaking down his resistance. On the 25th of November the log reads; 

 

Assessment – Detainee has a greater deal of animosity toward SGT R. He is 

beginning to understand the futility of his situation. He has to understand that his 

antics will not stop the interrogation at all. We feel he is slowly realizing that he 

will not outlast the battle of wills. He is much closer to compliance and 

cooperation now than at the beginning of the operation. 

 

One of the last entries in the log is telling; 

 

0230:  Source received haircut. Detainee did not resist until the beard was cut. Detainee 

stated he would talk about anything if his beard was left alone. Interrogator asked 

detainee if he would be honest about himself. Detainee replied “if God wills”. Beard was 

shaven. Detainee stated he was on strike from interrogation on all teams. A little water 

was poured over the detainee’s head to reinforce control and wash the hair off. 

Interrogator continued futility approach. Detainee began to cry when talking. 

 

 

Other quotes: 
 
1115:  Interrogators began telling detainee how ungrateful and grumpy he was. In order to 

escalate the detainee’s emotions, a mask was made from an MRE box with a smiley face 



on it and placed on the detainee’s head for a few moments. A latex glove was inflated and 

labeled the “sissy slap” glove. This glove was touched to the detainee’s face periodically 

after explaining the terminology to him. The mask was placed back on the detainee’s 

head. While wearing the mask, the team began dance instruction with the detainee. The 

detainee became agitated and began shouting. The mask was removed and detainee was 

allowed to sit. Detainee shouted and addressed lead as “the oldest Christian here” and 

wanted to know why lead allowed the detainee to be treated this way. 

 
 


